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Qualifications:  
Ph.D. in Medical Anthropology from University College London in 1997.     
MA in Social Anthropology from the University of Toronto, Canada in 1991. 
BSc (with Honours) in Anthropology from Trent University, Peterborough, 
Canada in 1989.  
  
Current Research Interests:  
Culture of Disability, Sport for the Disabled, Social history of the Paralympic 
Movement, Ethics of Paralympism, medical and technological discourses 
surrounding the Paralympic Games.   
 
Previous Research & Experience: 
David's teaching interests are broadly focused on cultural politics and 
sociology/anthropology of the body in sport and leisure. He teaches across a 
range of modules that are the responsibility of the Sociology of Sport Group.  
 
Before arriving at Loughborough in January 2006 David spent two years as 
Senior Lecturer in Sport and Leisure Cultures at the Chelsea School, 
University of Brighton and was Lecturer then Senior Lecturer in the 
Anthropology of Sport at the University of Gloucestershire from 1997-2003.  

His research interests comprise two related strands, both of which are 
theoretically informed by social theories of embodiment, notably those 
developed by Bourdieu, Foucault and Merleau-Ponty.  The first of these 
strands concerns the impaired sporting body, health and identity. This area of 
work is being developed through a life long involvement in, and commitment 
to, the Paralympic sporting movement. Long-term participant observation as 
athlete and administrator and latterly journalist and coach, has facilitated 
access to this rapidly changing sporting environment.   

The second strand of David's research is concerned with the relationship 
between the sporting body, professionalism and medicine. Publication in 2004 
of his first book entitled Sport, Professionalism and Pain: Ethnographies of 
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Injury and Risk (Routledge) is the culmination of  work in this area to date and 
more research and publications related to this theme are in the planning 
stages. 
 
Membership of Professional Bodies/Associations: 
Member of the ad-hoc committee advising the UN on article 30 (regarding 
sport and leisure provision) for the Treaty on Rights for the Disabled of 2006. 
 
International Paralympic Committee (IPC) Development Committee – social 
science and ethics advisor (2005 – present) 
 
Royal Anthropological Institute (1993 – present). 
North American Society for the Sociology of Sport (1997 – present). 
International Sociology of Sport Association (2001 – present). 
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